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Abstract. The paper presents one of the possible ways of planning lessons on endangered species to tertiary 
level students of agriculture. Learning about endangered species is important for many reasons. By learning 
about some animal and plant species that are in trouble, students discover why we need to protect all the species 
on the planet, including the ones that are not as cute as pandas or as majestic as elephants. By examining the 
problems of endangered species, students may begin to appreciate the crucial role of habitat protection. Doing 
the above mentioned students use English to practice reading, note-taking, speaking and meaningful listening.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
- At the very beginning of the lesson students should be supplied with vocabulary they 
need to know such as: 
  
Adapt- to adjust oneself to different conditions, environment 
Biodiversity-the entire variety of life on earth 
Carnivore – an animal that eats flesh, an insectivorous plant 
Colony –a group of organisms of the same kind living or growing in close association 
Deforestation-the clearance of forests or trees 
Endangered-at risk of extinction because of human activity, changes in climate etc. 
Environment- all the living and nonliving things that surround and affect an animal or plant 
Exotic species-foreign species that have been introduced into a new habitat 
Extinct- no longer existing or living 
Habitat – the environment in which a particular animal or plant species lives 
Migrate-to go from one region to another with the change in seasons 
Overexploitation-wasteful killing of species, usually by hunting or poaching 
Poaching-illegally taking or killing protected animals or plants 
Pollution-toxic or impure substances in the air, land or water 
Prey-to hunt for and take by force 
Range –the geographical area naturally occupied by an animal or plant species 
Regenerate-to replace lost or damaged par6ts by growth 
Reintroduction-to place members of a species back into their original habitat 
Species-a group of animals or plants having one or more characteristics in common 
Wildlife-wild animals and plants, especially animals living in a natural state 
 
- Make sheets (a copy for each student) with names of some endangered species from Croatia 
and abroad and a set of 4 to 6 case studies (one case to each pair of students).  
 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 
A -Warm up activities 
 
Write the phrase ENDANGERED SPECIES and ask students what they think about it. Prior 
the lecture students have been supplied with required information available on web sites. Key 
words from their answers should be written on the board or transparency. 
 
 
Students talk about reasons animals and plants become endangered. List them on the board or 
transparency. 
-The endangered species sheets (1/student) are given to students. Inform students that they 
will learn about the endangered species listed on the sheet. 
-The class is divided into pairs and each pair is given one case. Students are explained that 
they will work together in pairs using the information from the case and taking brief notes. 
-Pairs work together, reading the cases and making notes in the appropriate blanks on the 
endangered species sheet.  
-Pairs of students take turns giving brief notes to the class. While listening students try to 
complete their sheet with the information being reported. 
 
B - The above activities are followed by a class discussion based upon the questions such as: 
* What animals are a big threat to kagus? (dogs, pigs, cats ,and rats that humans have 
brought  to New Caledonia). 
* Which species are endangered because people like to collect them? (Black lace 
cactus, Manus Island tree snail, Karner blue butterfly) 
* What’s other name of waterfowl? (Heron) 
*How does the Regional Environmental Center in Croatia help saving herons and 
spoonbills? ( financial support) 
* What are some of the problems that have caused leatherback sea turtles to become 
endangered? (loss of nesting habitats, fishing, hunting) 
* What species of carnivorous animal found throughout the Northern Hemisphere is 
now endangered in Croatia? (common woolf) 
*From what you know about these species, are most animals and plants endangered 
because of only one reason, or because of a number of reasons? (Most species are endangered 
for a number of reasons.)   
 
C- final part activities  
 
- Students are again asked to give some reasons why some animals are endangered. 
- Answers provided by volunteers are written on the board or transparency. When all answers 
are provided, students compare this second list with the one at the beginning of the lecture 
and comment on differences between the two lists.  
- Students are finally asked about their contribution to nature protection support (purchase 
endangered species t-shirts or some other actions taken) 
-How to prevent further endangerment? (to promote organic farming, use less fertilization, not 
treat field edges with herbicides, be against illegal animals hunting etc.).  
 
Further follow-up activities: 
 
A) Have students do a mini survey on endangered species. They should interview 10 
peoples asking them to name five endangered species and what actions they think 
should be taken to save endangered species.  Students summarize their findings in a 
page written report. 
B)  Groups of students select an endangered species. The groups work together on 
planning a presentation about the species they have selected (in the form of a poem, 
poster, skit, or song).  
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
The aforesaid activities stimulate students’ interest in the topic of endangered animal 
and plant species. They activate students’ background knowledge and introduce students to 
vocabulary that will help them in successfully lesson completion.  
Students explore some of the reasons that plant and animal species become 
endangered. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
English lesson prepared in the above mentioned way gives students an opportunity to 
discuss the relevance of lesson (although extinction itself is nothing new, the current high rate 
of extinction gives us a reason to worry. Namely, biologists say that at least three animal and 
plant species become extinct every day, a rate much higher than any in the past 65 million 
years).Furthermore, students are given opportunity to use key vocabulary and concepts 
associated with the topic and report information discussed earlier with other classmates, all in 
English.  
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 Supplement 1 
 
Endangered species sheet  
 
           Description           Habitat           Range           Population 
 
Black Lace Cactus 
 
Common wolf 
 
Heron 
 
Karner Blue Butterfly 
 
Leatherback 
Sea Turtle 
Spoonbill 
 
 
 
 
Supplement 2 
 
Case studies 
 
Black Lace Cactus 
This colorful plant is a tiny plant, 6 inches (15 cm) tall. It grows alone in small groups 
in desert areas near the coast of southern Texas in the US. It is called “black lace” because the 
pattern of spines resembles lace. A reason why black lace cactus is endangered is that its 
habitat has been destroyed. Another problem is over-collecting. People dig up the plants and 
take them home. Other people dig them and sell them.   
 
Common wolf (Canis lupus) is a carnivorous mammal once found throughout the 
Northern Hemisphere. It is now restricted to mostly unpopulated areas (United States, Alaska, 
Canada, Mexico) and is endangered in Croatia. The wolves vary in size based primarily on 
geographic locality, with southern populations generally smaller than northern populations. 
Fur color of the wolves also varies geographically, ranging from pure white in Arctic 
populations to mixtures of white with gray, brown cinnamon and black to nearly uniform 
black in some color phases. They occupy a wide variety of habitats, from arctic tundra to 
forest, prairie and arid landscapes. 
 
Herons belong to the family of long-legged, long-necked waterfowl. Although herons 
resemble birds in some other families, such as the storks, ibises and spoonbills they differ 
from these in flying with their necks retracted, not outstretched. Some members of this group 
nest colonially in trees, others use reed-beds.  
 
Karner Blue Butterfly 
 
They are among the smallest of all butterflies since their wig-span is about 2,5 cm. 
They are found in the mid-western and northeastern US. People like to have them in their 
collections for their beauty. However, numbers of Karner Blue Butterflies are very low and 
collection of even a few can seriously harm their population. Bigger problem for these 
butterflies is habit loss. The wild lupine, a small blue flowering plant is the only known food 
of the Karner blue butterfly. Wild lupine grows best in sandy soils, in areas that are 
occasionally cleared by wildfires. Land development and lack of wildfire have reduced the 
growth of this plant. Karner blue butterflies cannot exist without wild lupine. 
 
 
Leather Sea Turtle 
The size of a large leatherback sea turtle, the largest turtle on earth is 1.8 m long and 
weighs 636 kg. It is called “leatherback” because its shell is covered with a leathery skin. 
Leatherbacks live in the warm waters of the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans. Males spend 
all of their time at sea and females come on land only when it is time to lay their eggs. Loss of 
nesting habitat is a serious problem for leatherbacks. Females build their nests on remote 
sandy areas along the coast. Since many coasts are made into beaches, leatherbacks often 
cannot find a safe place to lay their eggs. Other problems are fishing and hunting. 
Leatherbacks get caught in fishing nets, and in some parts of Asia they are hunted for food 
and oil. Only about 100, 000 females are alive today. It is hard to know the number of males 
since they never come ashore.     
 
 
Spoonbill 
 
Spoonbills are a group of large, long-legged wading birds in the family 
Threskiornithidae which also includes the Ibises. All have large, flat spatulate bills and feed 
by wading through shallow water. Spoonbills generally prefer fresh water to salt but are found 
in both environments. Croatian Ornithological Society helps in saving a mixed colony of 
herons and spoonbills in the Jelas fishponds of Croatia with the financial support of the 
Regional Environmental Center.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
